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DoD Announces Pilot Language Corps

The Department of Defense announces the implementation of a pilot “The
Language Corps” over the next three years. The pilot Corps will include no fewer
than 1,000 members drawn from all sectors of the U.S. population. Members
will have the opportunity to join a dedicated pool or a national pool of linguists.

The Language Corps, formerly the Civilian Linguist Reserve Corps,
represents a vital new approach to address the nation’s needs for professionals
with language skills. This is an integral component of the Defense Department’s
comprehensive language roadmap and the President’s National Security
Language Initiative.

“The department is confident that a successful Language Corps will not
only address gaps in federal preparedness, but also serve to reinforce the
importance of language skills in the American population and the U.S. education
system,” said Gail McGinn, deputy under secretary of defense for plans.

The corps will be an entirely civilian organization managed by the DoD for
the federal sector composed of members who will voluntarily join and renew their
membership.

The national pool will consist of a larger national data base of volunteer
members with certified language skills who may be available for activation for
federal service during times of war, national emergency or other national needs.

The dedicated poolwill be comprised of a smaller number of members
who will have contractual arrangements with dedicated federal sponsors and who
agree to perform specific responsibilities and duties and serve a specific number
of days per year. Selected members of the pools will be involved in activation
exercises during the second and third years of the pilot effort. These activation
exercises will involve DoD, the intelligence community, and other federal
organizations.






